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END OF THE YEAR’S PRESIDENTS REPORT

FY 2021 End of Year Report
Summary
2021 was a very eventful year for the Mountain States Chapter. We started out the year going under monitoring status from
National and we ended the year fiscally sound with a strong leadership team representing all of the states making up our chapter and exiting mentorship. We have demonstrated our commitment to supporting not only our members but our caregivers
at the VA through the establishment of a scholarship fund. Our Chapter ended the year with 513 members but given the number of Veterans the SCI-D veterans being served in both the Aurora Colorado and Albuquerque New Mexico units, there is no
reason we cannot double this number in the next year. Financially, we have a great finance committee diligently managing our
outlays and our bingo operation have added significantly to our bottom line. All this yet we still need the help and participation
of all of our members in reaching out to new members as well participating in the great new programs have started this year.
Finances
The chapter has had great success in expanding our asset base while also increasing our expenditures over the past 12 months
to support our mission. Our assets are up over 30% from last year - $474,864 at the end of 2021 vs $361,455 at the end of 2020.
Much of this is due to our very robust Bingo operations in Colorado Springs which generates roughly $3,000 per week. Unfortunately, this income relies on only a few volunteers and more members needs to help out in the effort. Additionally, if we plan
to open Bingo operations in the Denver area, we’ll need a lot more volunteers. Our Office Manager, Laura Gibson, deserves
much of the credit for developing and managing our Bingo efforts.
Bingo, combined with our monthly grant from National has put us in great shape. These income streams have helped to stabilize our financial position and our goal is to have $500-600 in our investment account which currently stands at $257,000 which
is carried by Schwab.
Regarding expenses, the Chapter continues to operate with a limited staff as the restrictions due to Covid have not required us
to fully staff up. We did bring on a college intern over the Summer who assisted our Office Manager and we will be bringing on
a part time assistant in Q4 of 2021. One program we did launch this year is a scholarship program which is available to SCI-D
CNAs, LPNs and Therapists in order to encourage them to remain with the SCI Clinic.
Staff and SCI Inpatient Feeds
Due to Covid restrictions, our access to the SCI-D clinic was severely curtailed and our support was limited to providing lunches
to the SCI staff as well as to a few additional clinics located throughout the chapter including Montana, Wyoming, Western Colorado and New Mexico. This effort was our thanks to the men and women who take such good care of our members. Additionally, we started a program of of Sunday Pizza feeds for inpatients at the SCI clinic which not only provided our members
with a needed break in their hospital diets.
Legislative and Advocacy
The chapter has developed effective advocacy within Colorado and we hope to expand to the additional states within our
chapter. This has included efforts at the State and Federal level.

IZZY
President and National Director
Mountain States Chapter
M: 303-522-3943
E: izzy@mscpva.org
CO-MT-NM-UT-WY
12200 E Iliff Ave. Suite 207
Aurora, CO 80014

CHAPTER’S REPORT
Helping Colorado Veterans to celebrate 122 years!
While National President Brown and Vice President Albertson were visiting, the joined us at the PVA
table for the 122nd Annual Founders Day Banquet being held by VFW Post 1. The very first VFW Post is located in Denver, started in 1899 in the basement of the State Capital. Within the VFW, all posts are numbered sequentially (whereas the Legion has a Post 1 in every state) and Post 1 has really redefined what a
VFW looks like. In addition to celebrating the start of the VFW, awards were presented for service of the
astronaut corps, the community and to an outstanding veteran organization.
The highlight of the evening was the keynote address by USAF Brigadier General Kathleen Flarity. BG
Flarity joined the Army in 1980 as a field medic, eventually getting her commission in the Air Force. She is
still in the Reserves where she oversees medical mobilizations and evacuations and she is also a professor
of emergency medicine at the CU Medical School. She provided a great overview of military medicine
since World War 1 and she looked forward to what’s upcoming developments we can expect including
battlefield medical evacuations by drone.

In 2021 MSCPVA continued to better serve our
membership and the community in our five
states: Montana, Utah, Wyoming, New Mexico
and Colorado. Our Donors continue to support
the chapter with our mission to assist Veterans
and address their needs. Once again, MSCPVA
was acknowledged by the Better Business Bureau
as a Gold Star Accredited Charity meeting all 20
points of Philanthropic Excellence.
We hosted several great programs this year: With
our multiple Food Truck Rally, feeding Members
and Staff at the SCI/D Unit at the Rocky
Mountains Regional Veterans Hospital, other
mass feeds where in Montrose CO (CBOC), Helena Mt and Albuquerque NM. Even with
Covid we still did out reach programs to keep in touch with our members. Hat and Coat
Program, arts and crafts , and a gardening program, pizza parties , Ice cream socials for
the inpatient during their lock down, let not forget the Coffee Drive and free coffee for
vets program in Helena MT just to name a few.
We were again greatly supported by the MSCPVA Auxiliary, dedicated to the mission of the
MSCPVA. Their Annual Bowl-A-Thon to help raise money for the chapter was cancelled
this year due to COVID-19, but they continue to provide the bulk of the volunteers to run
our weekly BINGO sessions. They did a wonderful job of volunteering and working with
the chapter when called upon.
The chapter remained active within the Colorado United Veteran’s Coalition, and will
continue to maintain our high service level to our membership, and continue to work to
improve the lives of all veterans, members, and volunteers.
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Herbert Bealmear
Wayne Bennett
Daniel Bergin
Michael Condie
James Conklin
Gregory Cook
Tu DeJane
John Dorman
John Dunbar
Stephen Gillmor
Richard Gregg
Kerwin Griffin
Glen Hodge
Alan Jones
Randy Knight
Kenneth Kotcher
Leander Krivanek
James Long
Clifford Lovato
Rio Luciano
Richard Maez
Michael Moore
Christopher Pike
Emile Poirier
Leonard Raanes
Michael Simonson
Carla Snider
John Supon
Craig Vogtsberger
Benjamin Welch
Orlon Whiting
Leroy Wilcox
Tyler Wilson
David Wolf

Karl Amereller
Lino Angio
Terry Bench
Walter Boner
Eldon Cash
Dale Coski
Cayetano DeGuzman
Terrell DeLoach
Thomas Didier
George Fleischman
Richard Floyd
Eric Frasher
Gregory Gosselin
Richard Guerrero
Sean haggard
James Hamlet
Glen Higgins
Paul Hoffman
Lori Howe
Erik Jansson
Chris Kading
Miles Kara
Matthew Keil
Michael Kenndey
Leslie Lakatos Kane
Davie LeCompte
Miles Morgan
Jack Murphy
William Ottenweller
Richard Palmer
Allen Palmer
Jack Pettit
Gary Poole
James Poulignot
Patrick Reilly
Milton Schumann
Debbie Shanks
Michael Smith
Kenneth Smith
Harold Taylor
Kevin Teppo
Richard Trigg
LeRoy Truenow

William Browning
Gil Casarez
Erin Cavit
David Clements
Lawrence Crawford
Richard Croatt
Alejandro Garcia
Joe Ann Gaytan
Jonathan Gean
Edwin Hamilton
David Hosick
Helen Irving
Randall King
David Larkin
Eric LaRue
Jean-Paul Lauren
Andrew Lewis
Richard Lock
Richard Lucero
Charles Magness
Kimberly Moore
Nicholas Patrick
Paula Perez
John Rockwell
William Ross
Robert Rudd
James Sack
Carol Schultz
James Smoak
Paul Snetzinyer
David Spencer
Charles Stafford
Duane Steltz
Larry Tepper
Michael Tinsley
Brian Walker
Romona Ward
Terrance Winters

National President Visits the Mountain States Chapter

The Chapter welcomed National PVA President Charles Brown to Denver for a visit and to join us at the Founders Day Banquet for VFW Post
(see other article). Charles or Charlie is a Marine Veteran who was injured while in service in a diving accident assumed office in May of last
year following the National convention. He was joined by PVA Vice President Hack Albertson who is our executive committee liaison.
During the visit we provided them with a State of the Chapter review
including a summary of our bingo operations, our membership outreach
efforts across the chapter, our efforts to support the staff at various VA
facilities and we discussed our activity with the SCI Clinic in Albuquerque.
Then, on Friday, we met with Dr. Coons and a number of staff at the SCI-D clinic followed by a tour of the
facility.
Dr. Coons provided an overview of some of the metrics being tracked at our clinic and highlighted some
of the new offerings at the clinic in Aurora including:
Added a Program Coordinator for the SCI/D Assistive Technology Team, leading to development of
new interventions for our inpatients, including new/emerging power wheelchair technology such
as an eye gaze driving system and a system that auto-detects obstacles and terrain changes.
Launched on-road, low-technology (e.g., hand controls) driver rehabilitation training program.
Implemented the Home Care Program.
Offered an interdisciplinary Intimacy and Sexuality group.
Offering home spirometry for ALS patients, the primary measure of ALS progression, which allows us
to measure this as frequently as clinically indicated from the comfort of the Veteran’s home. This
greatly increased patient satisfaction, helping them avoid the burden of traveling to the hospital
and enduring mandatory COVID-19 swabbing.
Optimized Annual Evaluation clinic days to streamline the flow of the day from a patient-centered perspective and to make best use of outpatient clinic spaces; we concurrently run multiple clinics including 2 rooms for PACT every day, wound care clinic offered every day, and a physician procedure clinic every day.
Collaborated with Urology to offer urodynamics Monday-Friday in the Urology suite housed within
the SCI/D Outpatient area on H-1. Prior to the SCI/D Center opening, all patients had to be sent to
the University of Colorado Hospital to obtain urodynamics studies.
Over 1,000 Veterans now utilize the SCI clinic in Aurora and the population continues to grow. The tour
and presentation complemented the annual site visit conducted by National back in August which was
virtual in nature. This provided a much better understanding of what’s happening at the clinic and what’s
in store for the future.

Pictures on next page.

MSCPVA donating 2 IPads to the
SCI UNIIT

MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS

PVA Women’s Empowerment Retreat
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) Women Veterans Empowerment Retreat was held in Tempe,
AZ from Oct 1 – 3, 2021.
Two members from the Mountain States Chapter were in attendance: Erin Cavit and Lisa-Diane Gray.
The retreat focused on the holistic well-being of disabled women veterans. Seminars included topics
like mindfulness, exercise, education and business opportunities for women, VA benefits and many
more. Almost all presenters were themselves female veterans.
The three-day event was the second in-person event, with the first one held in Crested Butte, CO in
2019.
Only 40 women attended to allow small group seminars and a real chance for the women veterans to
get to know one another and establish relationships that will last
long after the retreat is over. It is wonderful to see how these
disabled women veterans do so much for their own families and
communities, and many are still working full time jobs. It was
an inspiring time with incredible women, and we now try to
keep in touch using social media and a Facebook page entitled:
WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT
Interested in attending next year?
Keep up to date on the Facebook page and/or the PVA website

Mentoring

by

Andrew Lewis

In the world we live in today, there are few things that stand out.
Public service, and Societal placement. What this means to me is
finding out what my role is, and knowing that I leave a legacy—a
mark on this world that people will remember. Far too often in
my generation, men in their adult life are missing out on one if
not both of these. Each one of these has played a part in my personal and professional roles. The one thing that I can tie a root to
both for these is mentoring.
In my youth, grade school to and through my teen years, my
mentor was my grandfather. My mother’s father was a strong
Christian with a healthy financial and professional standing and
even stronger personal faith. I never asked him who his mentor
was, but it was apparent in every way that his faith in Jesus that made him strong. He never showed of
any wavering in his relationship with my grandmother, his kids (my mom and her older brother and
younger sister) or any of his personal friendships. He worked the same job throughout his adult life into
retirement. When I was nearing my last couple years of High School, my grandfather pulled me aside and
asked me, “What is important to you?” Ill never forget that conversation. He advised me to look to my
future and consider what I wanted to be, and the kind of man I wanted to become. As an adult, my grandfather stayed in touch with me through my military career in the Navy, in my first few jobs, college and
unfortunately he passed away before my 30th birthday. At this time, I had been floundering through a
couple different jobs, but it was his mentoring that helped me keep my focus and has helped me maintain
my character throughout all of my hardships.
In my second phase of life after sustaining a spinal cord injury, my mentor and best friend has been Michael Solano. Mike stepped in when I was in rehab, and has been there for me during every difficult situation I have encountered since. Mike has a way with words and his actions that no other have and probably ever will. His relationship with his wife has been an example for me, showing that a man with a Spinal
Cord Injury or Disease (SCI/D) can humble himself before his partner and work with them to achieve familial grace. Mike has also served as a mentor to other men within his service to our great Country, his brothers and sisters of the Adams County police department, and within the Paralyzed Veterans Association. It
is his service to men and woman within these roles that make Mike the kind of mentor I want to become.
Since my SCI, I have served Craig Hospital, the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation, and the Rocky
Mountain Veterans Association as a peer mentor and advocate for individuals living with an SCI/D. I feel it
is my duty as a man, a veteran of our armed services, and a partner to my wife to become the best role
model as possible for the people I serve. By maintaining a healthy relationship with my family and
through mentoring others, I feel my life of service is transparent and validated.

AUXILIARY REPORT
BY Loretta Spotts
President MSCPVA Auxiliary
November 6, 2021 the MSCPVA Auxiliary held our first fundraiser since 2018, The Margaret Samsel
Memorial Striking up Awareness Bowl-a-Thon 2021 was a huge success! MSCPVA member Gary Poole and
Auxiliary Member Cheryl Poole were very successful in receiving over $800 in merchandise from Coca Cola to use as raffle giveaways. We also received many other items from local businesses thanks to the hard
work of some chapter members and Auxiliary members. It was a very fun event for the whole family including face painting for the kids along with all the really great bowling, well, fun bowling anyway. Everyone bowled 3 no-tap games and had a great time winning all sorts of prizes. We gave away two TV’s for
individual fundraising along with a tablet and other prizes. The Samsel family was very instrumental in
making this a huge success, their father Nelson Samsel was a member of the Mountain States Chapter
and their mother Margaret Samsel held office in the Auxiliary for several years and was our mentor in getting our Bowl-a-Thons started in the first place. We lost Both of the Samsels in the past year and a half
and miss them greatly, their legacy lives on with our annual event. After all was said and done we fell
short of our goal by only $1.67. With a goal of $5,000 after all expenses we cleared $4,998.33. The money
raised at this event will stay with the Mountain States Chapter and go to financially assist our Paralyzed
Veteran to attend and participate in wheelchair sporting events such as the National Veterans Wheelchair
Games. Thank you to all who helped in making this a
successful fundraising event. Our next Bowl-a-Thon is
scheduled for November 12, 2022 please save the date.

IN MEMORY OF OUR MEMBERS
A special Welcome to the New Members of
Mountain States Chapter
Todd Rohr
Mike Caldwell
Emilio Alderete
Robert Ricketson
Roy George
David Andrews
Kerwin Griffin
Joe Collinsworth
Melanie Boyd
Robert MacQueen
Kent Murphy
Jeffrey Shreeve
Kristopher Burks
Ryan Petersen
Chad Truax

In the fiscal year of 2021, to our deep regret, 14 members of
MSCPVA passed away. We salute the following comrades for
their service to our country and our Chapter. May they all rest
in peace.
David Ostling
George Carter
Edward Wright
Joe Rodriguez
John Blair
David Steele
Douglas Montgomery

Do you have a few hours on Tuesday that you can
give to your Chapter? Call the Chapter for more
information 303-597-0038 on how you can get involved.

Come one come all come on down to the
BINGO HALL!!
Every Tuesday @12:30pm
272 S Academy Blvd
Colorado Springs
You could be the next WINNER!

Nelson Samsel
John Harris
Lance Marbut
Malcolm Castellaw
Eugene Hubbard III
Lawrence Berg
Blaine Hyten

Every facet of the chapter relies on volunteers. Without
dedicated volunteers many of our chapter programs simply
would not exist. MSCPVA has a collaboration of 25
individuals that contribute to the success of our Chapter.
Their service and dedication is a true asset to our
organization. Each volunteer is to be commended for their
time and contribution in serving our veterans in the Rocky
Mountain Region.

LET’S GO TEMPE!!

Mountain States Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America is Proud and
Honor to award 2 grants for the “Continuing Education Health Program” to
Jennifer Perez and Maria Tobing. These funds help provide new and up to
date educational data that will provide necessary information to each
grantee.
We hope this program will benefit not only our membership, but the Veteran
community as well.

A YEAR IN PICTURES
7/1/2020 - 06/30/2021

Christmas Feed
Montana

3rd Food Truck Feed
SCI Unit and Staff

Bocce!

First Food Truck Feed
SCI Unit and Staff

Sunday Inpatient Pizza
Day!

Gardening Program
at the SCI Unit

Hat and Coat Program

Jewell Center Staff Feed

Veteran’s day Ice Cream Social with Games and Raffle Prizes

Free Coffee for Vets
Montana

Bingo Winner $15,000.00

200 Meals for
Dedication
Ceremony
Veterans’s
Day
Cheyenne

Bingo

Rocky Mtn VA

PVA at the Zoo

Free Coffee for Vets Program
Montana

4th Food Truck Feed

Taking Members to the Zoo!!

Arts andCrafts Program in the SCI Unit

Community Living Center at the VA in Wyoming

